
YEO Network Telebrief:

MEDIA TRAINING



Moderator
Georgia State Rep. Nikki Randall

“Messaging” presented by
Damien Filer

“Event Planning” presented by
Drew Courtney



The Importance of

Damien Filer



Repetition, repetition, repetition

“You can send a message around the world 
in less than a second but it takes years to get 
it through the human skull.”

Charles Kettering
(inventor of electrical ignition system)



The message box

What we are 
saying about 
ourselves

What they are 
saying about 
themselves

What we are 
saying about 
them

What they are 
saying about us



Molding a message

Research and synthesize:

• Your campaign or 
objective

• The argument against 
your position

• Your constituents



Elements of a successful message

• Clear
• Concise
• Credible
• Comparative
• Persuasive
• Repetition, 

repetition, repetition



Message discipline

• Staying on message 

• When to shift gears

• Consistency w/allies

• Internal vs. external message



Keep it simple

Bumper sticker slogans 
win campaigns

• “It’s the economy, 
stupid.”

• “No child left behind.”



The messenger

• Message must fit messenger

• Messenger must be credible

• Relationship

• Personal experience with issue 



Message development

• Polls

• Focus groups

• Constituent surveys 
and feedback



Turning words into action

• Call to action

• Follow up



Things to remember

• Know your weaknesses
• Make sure all facts are accurate 
• Stay on Message

– Clear
– Concise
– Comparative
– Convincing



One more thing to remember

Repetition
Repetition
Repetition





Press Events
Drew Courtney



*****MEDIA ADVISORY*****
MARCH 5, 2006
CONTACT: Kristian Denny Todd -- 703-216-4307

kdtodd@webbforsenate.com -- www.webbforsenate.com

Webb to Announce Candidacy for U.S. Senate in Richmond on Tuesday
Former Secretary of the Navy James H. “Jim” Webb will formally announce his candidacy for U.S. 

Senate on Tuesday, March 7, 2006 in Richmond. He will also discuss his campaign organization 
and announce key staff.

WHAT: Jim Webb will announce his candidacy for U.S. Senate

WHERE: 5 East
General Assembly Building
910 Capitol Street
Richmond, VA

WHEN: Tuesday, March 7, 2006
10:00 AM
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At the end of your materials . . .Media Advisory



Script and Materials



Script and Materials



Script and Materials
Q: You’re accusing your opponent of 

running attack ads, but haven’t you 
run attack ads yourself?

A: No.  I’ve run ads that have shown the 
difference between my opponent and 
myself.  That’s completely different from 
his mean spirited attacks on my family 
and me.



Visuals



Visuals



Visuals



Visuals



Visuals



Visuals



Sound



Media Sign-In
Media Sign-In

Name Outlet E-mail Phone

Dana Milbank Wash. Post dmilbank@wapo.com 202-897-2834



Document the Event



Moderator
Georgia State Rep. Nikki Randall

“Messaging” presented by
Damien Filer

“Event Planning” presented by
Drew Courtney
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For questions or comments, email Linda at 
LMorris@pfaw.org

mailto:LMorris@pfaw.org
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